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OFFICIAL DOCUMEjq^TS 11 

ULTIMATUM FHOM ITALY TO TURKEY EEGAEDING TRIPOLI.* 

September 28, 1911. 

Throughout a long series of years the Italian Government has never 
ceased to represent to the Porte the absolute necessity that the state of 
disorder and neglect in which Tripoli and Cyrenaica are left by Turkey 
should come to an end, and that these regions should be allowed to enjoy 
the same progress as that attained by other parts of Northern Africa. 
This transformation, which is required by the general exigencies of civil- 
ization, constitutes, so far as Italy is concerned, a vital interest of the 
very first order, by reason of the small distance separating these countries 
from the coasts of Italy. 

Notwithstanding the attitude maintained by the Italian Government, 
which has always loyally accorded its support to the Imperial Govern- 
ment on the different political questions of recent times, notwithstanding 
the moderation and patience displayed by the Italian Government hither- 
to, not only have its views in regard to Tripoli been misunderstood by the 
Imperial Government, but what is more, all enterprises on the part of 
Italians, in the aforesaid regions, constantly encounter a systematic op- 
position of the most obstinate and unwarranted kind. 

The Imperial Government, which has thus up to now displayed con- 
stant hostility towards all legitimate Italian activity in Tripoli and 
Cyrenaica, quite recently, at the eleventh hour, proposed to the Eoyal 
Government to come to an understanding, declaring itself disposed to 
grant any economic concession compatible with the treaties in force 
and with the higher dignity and interests of Turks ; but the Eoyal Govern- 
ment does not now feel itself in a position to enter upon such negotia- 
tions, the uselessness of which is demonstrated by past experience, and 
which, far from constituting a guarantee for the future, could but 
afford a permanent cause of friction and conflict. 

On the other hand, information received by the Eoyal Government 
from its consular agents in Tripoli and Cyrenaica represents the situa- 
tion there as extremely dangerous on account of the agitation prevailing 
against Italian subjects, which is very obviously fomented by officers 
and other organs of the authorities. This agitation constitutes an im- 
minent danger not only to Italian subjects but also to foreigners of any 
nationality who, justly perturbed and anxious for their safety, have com- 

^ London Times, Sept. 29, 1911. 
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iiienced to embark and are leaving Tripoli without delay. The arrival 
at Tripoli of Ottoman- military transports, the serious consequences of 
the sending of which the Eoyal Government had not failed to point out 
previously to the Ottoman Government, cannot but aggravate the situa- 
tion and impress on the Eoyal Government the strict and absolute obli- 
gation of providing against the perils resulting therefrom. 

The Italian Government, therefore, finding itself forced to think of the 
guardianship of its dignity and its interests, has decided to proceed to 
the military occupation of Tripoli and Cyrenaica. This solution is the 
only one Italy can decide upon, and the Roj'al Government expects that 
the Imperial Government will in consequence give orders so that it may 
meet with no opposition from the present Ottoman representatives, and 
that the measures which will be the necessary consequence may be 
effected without difficulty. Subsequent agreements would be made be- 
tween the two governments to settle the definitive situation arising there- 
from. The Eoyal Ambassador in Constantinople has orders to ask for a 
peremptory reply on this matter from the Ottoman Government within 
twenty-four hours from the presentation of the present document, in de- 
fault of which the Italian Government will be obliged to proceed to the 
immediate execution of the measures destined to ensure the occupation. 

Pray add that the reply of the Porte within the aforesaid limit of 
twenty-four hours must be communicated to us through the intermediary 
of the Turkish Embassy in Eome also. 

San Giuliano. 



THE TURKISH REPLY TO ITALIAN ULTIMATUM REGARDING TRIPOLI. 

September 29, 1911. 

The Eoyal Embassy understands the many difficulties of the circum- 
stances which made it impossible for Tripoli and Cyrenaica to share in 
the benefit of progress. An impartial examination of conditions does, 
in effect, suffice to establish that the constitutional Ottoman Government 
could not be held responsible for the existence of a situation created by 
the former regime. This being accepted, the Sublime Porte, in reviewing 
the course of events of the past three years seeks, but without avail, those 
circumstances in which it is claimed she has shown herself hostile to 
Italian enterprises relating to Tripoli and Cyrenaica. On the contrary, 
it has always appeared to her normal and reasonable that It^ly shoiild 



